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I include the relevant section of the Purton Declaration. This was written 
several years ago and has dated in certain respects. The basic idea is 
pretty straightforward and by no means original. I don't think local groups 
can simply be started up with little or nothing by way of  structure, remit, 
function, connectivity, and so forth. For example, I am aware of at least 
four attempts to start resistance groups/ chapters/ lodges in and around 
Bristol all of which have either stagnated or collapsed mostly because 
there was no-one else locally to connect with. Thus we end up with a 
small isolated cell with an inexperienced membership wondering what to 
do next and quickly running out of ideas. A few small groups here and 
there is probably going to suffer a similar fate. The understanding of the 
need for a network of this sort, needs in first instance to establish itself 
and grow amongst the movers and shakers of various campaigns. 

FORMING A RUNNYMEDE LODGE

It is said that a sign of insanity is the belief that a different result will 
one day be achieved by endlessly repeating the same action. There 
is too much talking about things we know already. The Runnymede 
Network will be about practicalities … about getting things done.

So what practical things can we do now? We are confronted by a 
range of issues such as European 'integration'; the 'credit crunch'; 
undemocratic regional assemblies; the imposition of metric 
measurements by criminal law; abuse of power and denial of due 
process by public officials and authorities; the growth of the mass-
surveillance Orwellian state; the degradation of Common Law and 
civil liberty, the power of the banks and the big corporations ... the 
list goes on almost endlessly.

At first it might seem that each of these is a separate self-contained 
issue which might be dealt with on its own terms. However that 
would be profoundly mistaken. What so crucially links all these 
issues is abuse of power by the centralisation of power by an ever 
more remote and arrogant governing oligarchy ... which could not 
give a fig what we ... the great unwashed, the Hoi Poloi ... think or 
want.



Are we to find ourselves reduced to a state of resigned 
helplessness where we can do no more than grumble impotently 
amongst ourselves?

The truth is that words no longer matter. All the meetings, books, 
magazine and newspaper articles, emails, uTube videos, and 
postcards to the Queen ... cut little ice with the powers-that-be. 
Endlessly repeating the same mantras and nostrums about the 
same grievances amongst ourselves and to the same small 
audiences of the already converted will butter few parsnips. The 
pedagogic approach to campaigning has failed.

WHY WE NEED TO ORGANISE

Many people have done some sterling work over many years in an 
effort to try to stem the advance of this corporate-bureaucratic 
juggernaut. The problem has been that much of this effort has been 
scattered amongst individuals and small groups, working more or 
less off their kitchen tables, often alone, with little or no mutual 
communication, co-operation or co-ordination.

These efforts have not been sufficient to arrest and reverse the tide. 
Our opponents are superbly well organised and financed. We have 
been fighting panzer divisions with peashooters. We have now 
reached the sad state in our affairs where a normally law-abiding 
people have to consider how to respond when substantial tracts of 
the law itself have become onerous, invasive, corrupt, 
disproportionate, unconstitutional, treasonous and illegal. The time 
for words is over. We need to radically change our thinking and our 
methods.

THE FAILURE OF ELECTORAL POLITICS

This is emphatically not a plan for another political party. There are 
several problems with political parties. The first is the sheer 
difficulty of trying to awaken a deeply stupefied electorate, 
especially during the narrow window of an election campaign. 
People can only be awoken by ongoing work 365 days of the year, 
not just by an election campaign.



Secondly, showering the country with paper candidates backed by 
poorly funded and organised campaigns only to get a thousand or 
so votes per constituency has all been done before to little effect. 
Such activity does not demonstrate strength; but weakness.

Thirdly, because political parties are hierarchical in their structure, 
they are so often open to external manipulation and disruption.

There are even deeper problems. Every significant agenda is now 
so dominated by bureaucratic, professional, institutional and 
corporate interests, and with Parliament almost entirely hijacked by 
executive whips, very little power is left in the electoral process. The 
electoral process has increasingly become a choice between 
cloned parties, with corporate dominated agendas, offering 
obedient, nondescript lickspittles as their candidates.

Any new party formed now would very likely replicate the failures of 
earlier attempts. We have a corporate dominated media which 
would either ignore it completely or subject it to a hail of derision. 
Even if such a small party managed to crawl across this no man's 
land and actually reach the enemy lines, by way of actually getting 
people elected, it would be captured, seduced, and taken to a 
prison camp so luxurious that it would never want to leave.

So the fundamental approach here is entirely different. We need to 
go in under the radar.

HOW WE NEED TO ORGANISE

Historically, the most successful military and political resistance 
movements have been based on a system of small cells. Thus, in 
contrast to the conventional political party, we need to do things the 
other way around - from the roots upwards - through an informal 
cellular network. We have, in effect, to organise ourselves as if we 
were the inhabitants of an occupied state - which, indeed we are.

If the elephant has got too big to kill outright, then we must work in 
stages by getting enough fleas on the elephant to suck to life out of 
it. Thus we need to create a national network of resistance cells. 
These will be called Runnymede Lodges. Each will act like a little 
autonomous Round Table in its own area.



Why the Name? The American Tea Party movement is named after 
an evocative event in American history. Such events inevitably 
attract a certain mythology, and the Tea Party and the Magna Carta 
are no exceptions. Even so, the signing of the Magna Carta at 
Runnymede is probably the most evocative constitutional event in 
British history.

Some might wince at the use of the term 'lodge' with its Masonic 
connotations. However this name has been chosen with a good 
element of tongue-in-cheek mockery. The term has also been used 
by many trades unions and other organisations. The Masons 
themselves stand as an illustration of how successful a cellular 
network can be. This network has to be called something. Are there 
any better ideas?

Who can form a Runnymede Lodge? Pretty well any group of 
people, such as;- *A family *A group of neighbours *A group of work 
colleagues *Regulars at a pub or sports club *A group of members 
in an existing organisation, such as a professional association, 
trade union or political party.

RUNNING YOUR LOCAL LODGE

Keep it as informal as possible. Much time can be wasted in formal 
meetings with all the paraphernalia of executive reports, agendas, 
motions, amendments, points of order and so forth. The jockeying 
for position this can cause can often set off disruptive internal turf 
wars.

It doesn't matter who is Chairman, President or Hon Secretary. 
Things happen when individuals make them happen. It what people 
do ... not what positions they occupy which is important. Leadership 
and achievement are important ... status is irrelevant.

Ideally a Lodge will be a group of friends and contacts who meet in 
a pub, each others' living rooms, or even over the garden fence. 
Have a few drinks, some decent food and watch a DVD, or plan 
campaigns. Do things to raise public consciousness and disrupt the 
Orwellian Euro-superstate and put more fleas on the elephant.



THERE ARE ALWAYS THINGS TO DO

Lodges will inevitably differ in emphasis and activity from one to the 
other. Some will be large and active, others will be little more than a 
list of addresses of known sympathisers who can be activated when 
needed. We face an inter-connected multiplicity of problems, issues 
and grievances. There will always be thingS for Lodges to do. Here 
are some ideas;- 

Local Monitoring and Information Gathering. 

Be aware of what is happening in your own area. For example;-
* Are schoolchildren being fingerprinted as a condition of access to 
school services?
* Is there a local proposal for road charging? Will this require your 
vehicle to carry an electronic box or tag which will reveal your 
whereabouts to the powers-that-be at all times?
* Is the council going to introduce an electronic bin tagging 
scheme?
* Has a local public authority been acting ultra vires (i.e. inventing 
its own laws)?
* Has your local authority been spying on residents?
* Is there evidence of Common Purpose activity or of corruption?
* Are trading standards officers cracking down on the use of 
imperial measurements?
* Is the European flag being flown on public buildings? If so, at 
whose insistence?
* How effective is local policing and law enforcement?

Education and Awareness

Raising Our Consciousness:  Common Law and historic liberties 
are being rapidly dismantled. Ordinary citizens can find themselves 
arrested and/or penalised for thought crimes or for the most trivial 
offences, subject to summary confiscation without due process, 
denied due process, or subject to the arbitrary whims of public 
authorities acting ultra vires (i.e. above their legal powers). All this 
quite aside from the (often connected) issue of the European Union.



Much of this recent so-called 'law' is illegal and unconstitutional 
under our system of Common Law, and by the great charters which 
govern our constitution ... the Charter of Rights of Henry I, the 
Assize of Clarendon, theMagna Carta, the Petition of Right, and the 
Bill of Rights.

Widespread ignorance of the British constitution, our system of 
Common Law, and how and why our civil liberties arose is seriously 
hampering efforts to combat these abuses.

Education is a life-long process for all of us. However expert in any 
subject, we can always learn new things. And one pathway into 
learning will so often lead to others.

Constitutional  education will only be a starting point. Lodges will, 
over time, be able to widen this process of education to look at such 
subjects as the European Union, the money system, neoliberal 
'globalisation'; the NeoCon project; mass surveillance technology, 
techniques of social control, and so forth. There is no shortage of 
material.

Get some friends together, open a bottle and watch some DVD's or 
uTube material!

Disseminating the Message 

The conventional mass media can so often be a two-edged sword 
which is either at your feet or at your throat. So we will need, 
wherever possible to create our own media.

This might start with a local website ... and it shouldn't all have to be 
deadly serious. Lighten it with cartoons, anecdotes, local human 
and sporting interest stories, and perhaps some items on local 
history? Hopefully, this will in time develop to the point where 
Lodges will be able to distribute regular local newsletters door to 
door, which … in turn … might generate advertising revenue from 
sympathetic local businesses.

If there is a community radio station in your neck of the woods, why 
not get involved? If not, perhaps start your own.



Local events or political and national significance may also be 
organised. For example November 5th is all about celebrating the 
defeat of treason. So why not hold a subversive firework party and 
burn some effigies ofwell known figures ... there are plenty of 
choices! Lewes in West Sussex is famous for such an annual 
event.

The government is anxious to find a day to celebrate Britishness. 
Well ... we already have one ... June 15th, Magna Carta day. So 
why not organise festivities in June to celebrate the Magna Carta? 
That might be the one festival that the government does not want to 
celebrate and the more we get up their noses the better!

Activism and Resistance

Much of our so-called 'law' has itself become onerous, oppressive, 
invasive, corrupt, illegal and unconstitutional under Common Law, 
or treasonous due to the handing of powers to the European Union. 
So the Runnymede Network will always be looking for opportunities 
to offer passive resistance, to tell the oligarchs that we are not 
beholden to them.

The Runnymede Project is about mobilising large numbers of 
people in such general actions, e.g. boycotts, tax strikes, 
campaigns of disobedience. It is emphatically not about a few 
individuals indulging in hopeless kamikaze tactics, getting crushed 
by the law, and seeing their campaign fizzle out as a damp squib.

So the guiding principle will be that if one person disobeys the law, 
then they have a problem,; if a million people disobey the law, then 
the law has a problem.

Some ideas:-

*If your MP voted for the Lisbon Treaty then report them for treason
*If the Council wants to tag your bin or start a road charging 
scheme, then organise your neighbours to detach the tags and 
send them back to the council
*If your local school is fingerprinting children then organise parents 
to withhold their children from school until the scheme is scrapped.
*Make contact with traders who still use imperial measures. 



Encourage resistance. Promote them on your local website or in 
your local newsletter. You might even get some advertising 
revenue!
*Organise speakeasies in your own homes to defy the smoking ban 
as well as making a profit for both yourself and your Lodge..
*If your water is being fluoridated, then organise large numbers on 
non-metered supplies to turn their taps on and waste millions of 
gallons of water.
*During the Euro elections to persuade people to spoil their ballots. 
Would five million, or even ten million spoilt ballots send a 
message?
*Boycotting the census. Any additions to this list are welcome ... the 
more ideas and initiatives the better.

RECRUITING

By now it will be apparent that a cellular network will be very much 
a localised on-the-ground organisation. So it will be with recruiting.

In the first instance the formation of a high quality local leadership is 
crucial. We need people of integrity, who are tough, resourceful, 
courageous, and energetic. Elephants, defeatists and time-wasters 
need not apply. We also need people with skills ... IT, copywriting, 
researching, salesmanship, IT security, publishing, fund raising, 
artistic, media and so forth.

So talk to your friends and colleagues. Find out what they think 
about the European Union, ID cards, road charging schemes, the 
fingerprinting of schoolchildren, the destruction of their personal 
privacy, the financial crash, the dismantling of civil liberties and so 
forth. But not simply what they think but how strongly. How angry 
are they? Are they prepared to do more than talk? What sort of 
effort are they prepared to offer, when the chips are down, to 
change things and make a better world?

Then tell them about this network and invite them to join in. When 
they join always find something for them to do, even if it is simply 
writing a letter to the local paper, and then see how they progress.
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